
Victoria Crosses On The Western Front 20th
November 1917 - 23rd March 1918
The period between 20th November 1917 and 23rd March 1918 was a
significant one on the Western Front during World War I. This period saw
some of the most intense fighting of the war, as the Allies and Germans
fought for control of key strategic positions.
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During this time, there were a number of major battles, including the Battle
of Passchendaele, the Battle of Cambrai, and the German Spring
Offensive. These battles were all characterized by heavy casualties on both
sides, but they also saw some of the most heroic actions of the war.

One of the most prestigious awards for gallantry in the face of the enemy is
the Victoria Cross. During the period between 20th November 1917 and
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23rd March 1918, there were a number of soldiers who were awarded the
Victoria Cross for their heroic actions.

One such soldier was Captain John McCrae, who was awarded the Victoria
Cross for his actions at the Battle of Passchendaele. McCrae was the
medical officer for the 1st Canadian Battalion, and he repeatedly risked his
own life to treat wounded soldiers under heavy fire.

Another soldier who was awarded the Victoria Cross during this period was
Sergeant Arthur Martin-Leake. Martin-Leake was a member of the 2nd
Battalion, Royal Fusiliers, and he was awarded the Victoria Cross for his
actions at the Battle of Cambrai. Martin-Leake single-handedly captured a
German machine gun position, and he then used the machine gun to
defend his position against a German counter-attack.

The Victoria Cross is a prestigious award, and it is a fitting tribute to the
bravery of the soldiers who earned it. The actions of these soldiers helped
to shape the course of World War I, and their stories continue to inspire us
today.

The Battles

The period between 20th November 1917 and 23rd March 1918 saw some
of the most intense fighting of World War I. The Allies and Germans fought
for control of key strategic positions, and the battles were characterized by
heavy casualties on both sides.

The Battle of Passchendaele

The Battle of Passchendaele, also known as the Third Battle of Ypres, was
fought between 31st July and 6th November 1917. The battle was a British



offensive aimed at capturing the strategically important Passchendaele
Ridge. The battle was fought in extremely muddy conditions, and the British
suffered heavy casualties. However, they eventually succeeded in
capturing the ridge.

The Battle of Cambrai

The Battle of Cambrai was fought between 20th November and 3rd
December 1917. The battle was a British offensive aimed at breaking
through the German lines. The British initially made significant gains, but
they were eventually forced to withdraw. However, the battle was a
significant success for the British, as it showed that the Germans could be
defeated in a war of maneuver.

The German Spring Offensive

The German Spring Offensive, also known as the Kaiserschlacht, was a
series of German offensives launched in March 1918. The offensives were
aimed at breaking through the Allied lines and forcing a negotiated peace.
The Germans initially made significant gains, but they were eventually
stopped by the Allies. The Spring Offensive was a major turning point in the
war, as it showed that the Germans were no longer capable of winning a
decisive victory.

The Victoria Cross

The Victoria Cross is the highest military honor for gallantry in the face of
the enemy. It is awarded to members of the British Armed Forces and to
members of other Commonwealth countries. The Victoria Cross is awarded
for acts of the most conspicuous bravery, or some daring or pre-eminent



act of valour or self-sacrifice, or extreme devotion to duty in the presence of
the enemy.

During the period between 20th November 1917 and 23rd March 1918, a
number of soldiers were awarded the Victoria Cross for their heroic actions.
These soldiers came from all walks of life, and they all displayed
extraordinary courage and devotion to duty.

The Victoria Cross is a prestigious award, and it is a fitting tribute to the
bravery of the soldiers who earned it. The actions of these soldiers helped
to shape the course of World War I, and their stories continue to inspire us
today.

The period between 20th November 1917 and 23rd March 1918 was a
significant one on the Western Front during World War I. This period saw
some of the most intense fighting of the war, and it also saw some of the
most heroic actions of the war. The soldiers who were awarded the Victoria
Cross during this period displayed extraordinary courage and devotion to
duty, and their actions helped to shape the course of the war.
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