
The Quaker Dwarf Who Became The First
Revolutionary Abolitionist
Benjamin Lay was born in England in 1681. He was a Quaker dwarf who
suffered from a variety of physical ailments. Despite his disabilities, Lay
became a vocal advocate for the abolition of slavery. He traveled
extensively, preaching against slavery and urging people to boycott goods
produced by slave labor. Lay also wrote several books and pamphlets on
the subject of slavery. His work helped to raise awareness of the evils of
slavery and played a role in the abolitionist movement.

Early Life

Benjamin Lay was born in Colchester, England, in 1681. He was the son of
a Quaker weaver and his wife. Lay was born with a variety of physical
ailments, including dwarfism, scoliosis, and a club foot. Despite his
disabilities, Lay was a bright and curious child. He was educated at home
by his parents and showed a particular aptitude for reading and writing.
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In 1702, Lay's family emigrated to America. They settled in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where Lay became a member of the local Quaker meeting.
Lay was deeply influenced by the Quaker faith, which emphasized the
importance of equality and social justice. He became increasingly involved
in social reform, and in 1710 he began to speak out against slavery.

Abolitionist Activities

Lay was one of the first white Americans to speak out against slavery. He
believed that slavery was a sin and that it was the duty of all Christians to
work to abolish it. Lay traveled extensively, preaching against slavery and
urging people to boycott goods produced by slave labor. He also wrote
several books and pamphlets on the subject of slavery. His work helped to
raise awareness of the evils of slavery and played a role in the abolitionist
movement.

In 1738, Lay published his most famous work, "All Slave-Keepers That
Keep the Innocent in Bondage, Apostates Pretending to Lay Claim to the
Pure and Holy Christian Religion; and the Church of Christ, are Nothing
Short of a Gang of Robbers." In this book, Lay argued that slavery was a
violation of the Christian faith. He also called on Christians to boycott goods
produced by slave labor.

Lay's work had a profound impact on the abolitionist movement. He helped
to raise awareness of the evils of slavery and inspired others to join the
fight for abolition. Lay died in 1759, but his legacy continues to live on. He
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is remembered as one of the most important figures in the history of the
abolitionist movement.

Legacy

Benjamin Lay was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to fighting
against slavery. Despite his physical disabilities, Lay was a powerful voice
for justice and equality. His work helped to raise awareness of the evils of
slavery and played a role in the abolitionist movement. Lay is an inspiration
to us all, and his legacy continues to inspire people to fight for justice and
equality today.

Buy the Book

The Quaker Dwarf Who Became The First Revolutionary Abolitionist: The
Extraordinary Life of Benjamin Lay is available now from Our Book
Library.com.
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