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The 20th century was a transformative era for the Philippines. From the
vestiges of Spanish colonialism to the birth of an independent nation, from
economic growth to political turmoil, the Philippines underwent a profound
journey that shaped its present-day identity.

Spanish Colonial Era
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The Philippines fell under Spanish rule in the 16th century. For over 300
years, the Spanish Empire exercised control over the archipelago, leaving
a lasting impact on Philippine culture, language, and religion.

Philippine-American War
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Following the Spanish-American War, the United States gained control of
the Philippines in 1898. The Philippine-American War ensued, a bloody
conflict that lasted until 1902 and resulted in the defeat of the Filipino
independence movement.

American Colonial Rule
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The United States ruled the Philippines as a colony for nearly 50 years.
During this period, the Philippines underwent significant economic and
infrastructural development. However, American rule also fostered a
growing sense of Filipino nationalism.

Philippine Independence
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On July 4, 1946, the United States granted independence to the
Philippines. The birth of the Republic of the Philippines marked a new
chapter in the nation's history.

Post-Independence Era

The years following independence were marked by political and economic
challenges. The Philippines faced communist insurgencies, authoritarian
rule, and economic instability.

Marcos Era
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Ferdinand Marcos ruled the Philippines as president from 1965 to 1986.
His regime was characterized by authoritarianism, corruption, and human
rights abuses.

People Power Revolution
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In 1986, the Filipino people rose up in a peaceful revolution known as the
People Power Revolution. The revolution led to the overthrow of Marcos
and the restoration of democracy.

Contemporary Philippines
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In the post-Marcos era, the Philippines has made significant economic and
social progress. The country has become a major player in the global
economy and has made strides in education, healthcare, and poverty
reduction.

The 20th century was a pivotal era in Philippine history. The nation
emerged from colonial rule, struggled for independence, overcame political
challenges, and achieved economic growth. Through it all, the Filipino
people have demonstrated resilience, determination, and a deep love for
their country.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of Philippine history in the
20th century. For further exploration, we recommend the following
resources:
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Philippines (Encyclopædia Britannica)

Philippine History

The History of the Official Gazette of the Republic of the Philippines
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