
Net-SNMP on CentOS: A Comprehensive
Guide for System Administrators
Net-SNMP is an open-source, industry-standard suite of tools for network
monitoring and management. It provides a comprehensive set of utilities for
collecting, analyzing, and presenting data about network devices and
performance. Net-SNMP is widely used by system administrators to
monitor and troubleshoot network infrastructure, ensuring optimal
performance and availability.
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CentOS is a popular Linux distribution widely used for servers and
enterprise environments. It provides a stable and secure platform for
running mission-critical applications, including network monitoring systems.
This guide will provide a comprehensive overview of installing, configuring,
and managing Net-SNMP on CentOS.

Installing Net-SNMP on CentOS

Prerequisites
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A CentOS server with root access

A package manager (yum or dnf)

Steps

1. Update the system packages:

yum update

2. Install Net-SNMP and its dependencies:

yum install net-snmp

3. Verify the installation:

rpm -q net-snmp

Configuring Net-SNMP on CentOS

Configuring SNMP Agent

The SNMP agent is responsible for collecting and providing network data to
monitoring systems. By default, Net-SNMP includes an agent called
snmpd. To configure the agent, edit the configuration file:

vi /etc/snmp/snmpd.conf

Make the following modifications:



Set the community string (password) for SNMP access:

rocommunity public

Specify the IP address or hostname of the monitoring system:

syslocation Your Monitoring System IP or Hostname

Configuring Firewall Rules

To allow SNMP traffic, add firewall rules to open the necessary ports:

firewall-cmd --zone=public --add-port=161/udp --permanent firewall-cmd -

Starting and Enabling SNMP Agent

Start the SNMP agent and enable it to run on boot:

systemctl start snmpd systemctl enable snmpd

Managing SNMP Agent with Net-SNMP Tools

Net-SNMP provides a suite of tools for managing the SNMP agent and
collecting network data.

snmpwalk

Lists all the SNMP objects (OIDs) available on the agent.



snmpwalk -v2c -c public localhost

snmpget

Retrieves the value of a specific SNMP object.

snmpget -v2c -c public localhost sysDescr.0

snmpset

Sets the value of a specific SNMP object.

snmpset -v2c -c public localhost sysLocation.0 "New York"

snmptrap

Sends SNMP traps to a specified monitoring system.

snmptrap -v2c -c public localhost 1.3.6.1.2.1.1.6.3 "Network error"

Monitoring CentOS with Net-SNMP

Once Net-SNMP is configured on CentOS, you can use various monitoring
tools to collect and analyze network performance data.

Nagios

Nagios is a popular open-source network monitoring system that integrates
with Net-SNMP. It provides comprehensive monitoring capabilities,
including network performance, service availability, and event alerting.



Zabbix

Zabbix is another open-source monitoring system that seamlessly works
with Net-SNMP. It offers advanced features such as distributed monitoring,
performance visualization, and event management.

Grafana

Grafana is a time-series visualization tool that can display data collected
from Net-SNMP. It provides interactive dashboards, customizable graphs,
and real-time data monitoring.

Net-SNMP is a powerful tool for network monitoring and management,
allowing system administrators to gain insights into their network
infrastructure's performance and availability. This guide has provided a
comprehensive overview of installing, configuring, and managing Net-
SNMP on CentOS. By implementing the best practices outlined in this
guide, you can effectively monitor and troubleshoot your network, ensuring
optimal performance and minimizing downtime.
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