
Nationalism and the Enemy Within: A Must-
Read for Understanding the Indian Military
In the tumultuous tapestry of history, nationalism has played a pivotal role
in shaping the destinies of nations. It has ignited revolutions, fanned the
flames of patriotism, and inspired countless acts of sacrifice and heroism.
However, the flip side of nationalism, when it morphs into aggressive
jingoism and xenophobia, can be a destructive force that undermines social
cohesion, erodes democratic values, and sows the seeds of conflict.

Nationalism and the Enemy Within: Matters Military of Indian Military,
a thought-provoking and meticulously researched book by Lt. Gen. Syed
Ata Hasnain (Retd.),delves into the complex and often contradictory
relationship between nationalism and the military. Drawing upon his
extensive experience as a decorated officer in the Indian Army, Hasnain
provides a nuanced exploration of this intricate dynamic, examining its
implications for India's security and nation-building.
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The book is divided into three comprehensive sections. The first section
sets the stage by exploring the theoretical underpinnings of nationalism and
its manifestations in the Indian context. Hasnain argues that while
nationalism can be a powerful force for unity and progress, it must be
tempered with tolerance, inclusivity, and respect for diversity. He traces the
historical evolution of Indian nationalism, from its origins in the anti-colonial
struggle to its post-independence trajectory, highlighting the challenges and
opportunities that have shaped the nation's identity.

The second section focuses on the role of the military in relation to
nationalism. Hasnain contends that the military, as an institution dedicated
to defending the nation, has a unique responsibility to uphold the principles
of nationalism while safeguarding the rights and liberties of all citizens. He
examines the challenges faced by the Indian military in balancing its
national security obligations with the imperative to protect civil liberties and
democratic values. Hasnain draws upon real-world examples to illustrate
the dilemmas and complexities that arise at the intersection of nationalism
and military service.

The third section of the book delves into the concept of the "enemy within."
Hasnain argues that the identification and demonization of internal threats
to national security can be a dangerous and counterproductive practice. He
warns against the dangers of scapegoating and the erosion of civil liberties
in the name of combating terrorism or other perceived threats. Hasnain
calls for a balanced and evidence-based approach to national security, one
that prioritizes dialogue, reconciliation, and the rule of law over fear-
mongering and repression.



Throughout the book, Hasnain's analysis is marked by a deep
understanding of both theoretical concepts and practical realities. He draws
upon a wealth of historical and contemporary examples to illustrate his
arguments, providing readers with a rich and thought-provoking
examination of the interplay between nationalism and the military.

Nationalism and the Enemy Within is an essential read for anyone
interested in understanding the complex relationship between nationalism,
the military, and national security in India. It is a timely and thought-
provoking work that offers valuable insights into the challenges and
opportunities facing the Indian military in the 21st century.

About the Author

Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd.) is a decorated veteran of the Indian
Army with over four decades of distinguished service. He has held various
command and staff appointments, including as General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of the Northern Command and the Army
Commander of the Kashmir-based 15 Corps. Hasnain is a highly respected
military strategist and analyst, and he frequently contributes to national and
international media outlets on issues related to security and defence.

Reviews

"Lt. Gen. Hasnain's book is a must-read for anyone interested in
understanding the complex relationship between nationalism and the
military. It is a timely and thought-provoking work that offers valuable
insights into the challenges and opportunities facing the Indian military in
the 21st century." - General V.P. Malik (Retd.),Former Chief of Army
Staff, Indian Army



"Nationalism and the Enemy Within is a well-written and deeply informed
book. Hasnain provides a nuanced and balanced perspective on the
challenges and opportunities facing the Indian military in the context of
nationalism. It is an essential read for scholars, policymakers, and anyone
interested in understanding the complex interrelationship between the
military and society." - Dr. Srinath Raghavan, Former Director General,
Institute for Defense Studies and Analyses

"Lt. Gen. Hasnain's book is a valuable contribution to the discourse on
nationalism, the military, and national security in India. It is a timely and
thought-provoking work that will undoubtedly generate debate and
discussion." - Dr. Manjeet Singh Puri, Former Ambassador of India to
the United States
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