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Fundamentalism, characterized by a strict adherence to religious doctrine
and a resistance to change, has emerged as a significant force in various
societies. While often associated with conservative beliefs and social
conservatism, fundamentalism can also manifest in socially progressive
and activist forms. To gain a deeper understanding of this complex
phenomenon, we will explore the concept of fundamentalism and its
relationship to social involvement, drawing insights from the book
"Fundamentalism and Social Involvement: The Maranatha 10" by Donald L.
Miller and Tetsunao Yamamori.
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Fundamentalism is a religious movement that emphasizes the importance
of a literal interpretation of sacred texts and a return to traditional values. Its
adherents often view themselves as the true guardians of faith, holding that
their beliefs and practices are in line with the original teachings of the
religion. They typically display a strong sense of religious identity and
exclusivity, often accompanied by a belief in the decline of society and a
need for a return to fundamental principles.

While fundamentalism is often associated with conservatism, it can also
take on progressive forms. Some fundamentalist groups prioritize social
justice and liberation theology, advocating for the rights of the poor,
marginalized, and oppressed. They draw upon religious teachings to
challenge social inequalities and promote social transformation.

Social Involvement of Fundamentalist Groups

The social involvement of fundamentalist groups varies widely, from
quietism to activism. Some groups adopt a more isolationist approach,
focusing on their own communities and avoiding engagement with the
broader society. They may view the outside world as corrupt and sinful,
advocating for separation and self-sufficiency.

Other fundamentalist groups actively engage in social issues, seeking to
influence society according to their religious beliefs. They may participate in
political campaigns, organize protests, or establish social service programs
to address issues such as poverty, homelessness, and addiction. Their
involvement can be motivated by a desire to spread their faith, protect
religious values, or promote societal change.



The book "Fundamentalism and Social Involvement: The Maranatha 10"
explores the diverse social activism of the Maranatha 10, a fundamentalist
Christian organization in Japan. Miller and Yamamori provide detailed
accounts of the group's involvement in various social issues, including
peace activism, environmental protection, and social welfare programs for
the elderly and disabled.

Motivations and Beliefs of Fundamentalist Activists

The motivations and beliefs of fundamentalist activists are complex and
multifaceted. They often draw inspiration from religious teachings that
emphasize the importance of social justice, compassion, and service to
others. Some may view social activism as a way of fulfilling their religious
obligations, while others see it as a means of bringing about positive
change in society.

Fundamentalist activists may also be driven by a sense of moral urgency,
believing that they have a responsibility to speak out against perceived
societal evils. They may view social issues as manifestations of spiritual
decline and believe that addressing them is essential for the restoration of
a righteous society.

Impact of Fundamentalism on Society

The impact of fundamentalism on society can be both positive and
negative. On the one hand, fundamentalist groups can play a constructive
role in addressing social problems, providing support and services to
marginalized communities. They can also contribute to the preservation of
cultural and religious traditions.



On the other hand, fundamentalism can also lead to social conflict and
division. The strict adherence to religious doctrine can lead to intolerance
towards other beliefs and practices, fostering a climate of fear and
exclusion. In extreme cases, fundamentalist violence and terrorism can
pose a significant threat to societal stability.

Fundamentalism is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that can
manifest in a variety of social and political contexts. Its relationship to social
involvement is equally complex, with fundamentalist groups ranging from
quietist to activist in their approach. The book "Fundamentalism and Social
Involvement: The Maranatha 10" provides a comprehensive examination of
this relationship, offering insights into the motivations, beliefs, and practices
of fundamentalist activists and their impact on society.

Understanding the complexities of fundamentalism is crucial for developing
effective strategies to address its potential threats while harnessing its
potential for positive social change. As we navigate the challenges and
opportunities presented by religious fundamentalism, open dialogue,
respect for diversity, and a commitment to shared values are essential for
fostering a just and inclusive society.
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