
For Thyroid Cancer Patients: Preparing for
RAI
A diagnosis of thyroid cancer can be a life-changing event. If your treatment
plan includes radioactive iodine (RAI) therapy, it's essential to understand
what to expect and how to prepare to ensure a successful outcome.
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Understanding RAI Therapy

RAI therapy is a targeted treatment for thyroid cancer that uses radioactive
iodine to destroy remaining thyroid tissue after surgery or other treatments.
Iodine is naturally absorbed by the thyroid gland, making it an effective way
to deliver radiation to thyroid cancer cells.

Preparing for RAI Treatment

Preparing for RAI involves several steps to ensure your safety and well-
being during treatment:
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1. Low-Iodine Diet

A few weeks before RAI therapy, you will need to follow a low-iodine diet to
reduce the amount of non-cancerous thyroid tissue that absorbs the
radioactive iodine. This helps minimize radiation exposure to other parts of
your body.

2. Thyroid Hormone Suppression

Before RAI therapy, you will be given thyroid hormone replacement
medication to suppress thyroid hormone production. This ensures that your
body will absorb the radioactive iodine more effectively.

3. Isolation

After RAI administration, you will need to isolate yourself from others for a
few days to minimize radiation exposure to those around you. This isolation
period usually lasts 2-7 days.

Recovery After RAI Treatment

Following RAI treatment, your body will gradually eliminate the radioactive
iodine. During this time, it's important to follow your doctor's instructions
and monitor your health for any side effects.

Common side effects of RAI therapy may include:

Fatigue

Nausea and vomiting

Dry mouth

Sore throat



Swelling in the neck

Emotional Support and Resources

Undergoing thyroid cancer treatment and RAI therapy can be an emotional
journey. Seeking support and connecting with others who have gone
through similar experiences can provide invaluable comfort.

Consider joining support groups, online forums, or connecting with local
organizations that provide support for thyroid cancer patients.

The Importance of Comprehensive Preparation

Preparing for RAI treatment is crucial for ensuring a positive outcome. By
following your doctor's instructions, adhering to the low-iodine diet,
undergoing thyroid hormone suppression, and practicing isolation, you can
help minimize side effects, improve recovery, and maximize the
effectiveness of treatment.

Navigating the journey of thyroid cancer and RAI therapy can be daunting,
but with the right information and support, you can face these challenges
with confidence. This guide provides comprehensive guidance for thyroid
cancer patients preparing for RAI, empowering you with the knowledge and
tools necessary for a successful outcome.

Remember, you are not alone on this journey. Seek support from loved
ones, healthcare professionals, and support groups, and know that you
have the strength and resilience to overcome.
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