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The American dream of a college education is becoming increasingly out of
reach for many people. The cost of college has been rising steadily for
decades, and financial aid has not kept pace. As a result, many students
are graduating with large amounts of debt, and some are even forced to
drop out of school because they can't afford to pay for it.

In her book _College Costs, Financial Aid, and the Betrayal of the American
Dream_, Sara Goldrick-Rab argues that the system of higher education in
the United States is broken. She shows how the rising cost of college is
making it impossible for many people to get a degree, and how the decline
in financial aid is making it even harder for those who do get into college to
graduate without debt.
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Goldrick-Rab's book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand
the current state of higher education in the United States. She provides a
detailed look at the problems facing the system, and she offers some
concrete solutions for how to fix them.

The Rising Cost of College

The cost of college has been rising steadily for decades. According to the
College Board, the average cost of tuition and fees at a four-year public
college has increased by more than 250% since 1985. At a four-year
private college, the average cost has increased by more than 150%.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to the rising cost of
college. One factor is the increasing demand for higher education. As more
and more people recognize the importance of a college degree, the
demand for college places has increased. This has driven up the cost of
tuition and fees.

Another factor that has contributed to the rising cost of college is the
decline in state funding for higher education. In the past, states provided a
significant amount of funding for public colleges and universities. However,
in recent years, states have been cutting back on their funding for higher
education. This has forced colleges and universities to raise tuition and
fees in Free Download to make up for the lost revenue.

The Decline in Financial Aid

The decline in financial aid has made it even harder for students to afford
college. In the past, financial aid was available to a wide range of students,
regardless of their income or family background. However, in recent years,
financial aid has become increasingly difficult to get. This is due to a



number of factors, including the rising cost of college and the decline in
state funding for higher education.

The decline in financial aid has had a significant impact on students. Many
students are now graduating with large amounts of debt, and some are
even forced to drop out of school because they can't afford to pay for it.
This is a serious problem that needs to be addressed.

The Betrayal of the American Dream

The rising cost of college and the decline in financial aid have betrayed the
American dream of a college education. The American dream is based on
the idea that everyone has the opportunity to succeed, regardless of their
background or circumstances. However, the rising cost of college is making
it impossible for many people to get a degree, and the decline in financial
aid is making it even harder for those who do get into college to graduate
without debt.

This is a serious problem that needs to be addressed. We need to find a
way to make college more affordable and accessible for everyone. We
need to restore the American dream of a college education.

Solutions to the Problem

There are a number of solutions that can be implemented to address the
problem of the rising cost of college and the decline in financial aid. These
solutions include:

= Increasing state funding for higher education.

= Expanding financial aid programs.



= Making college more affordable for low-income students.

= Reforming the student loan system.

These are just a few of the solutions that can be implemented to address
the problem of the rising cost of college and the decline in financial aid. We
need to take action to make college more affordable and accessible for
everyone. We need to restore the American dream of a college education.
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