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Upper respiratory surgery is a common procedure performed on horses. It
can be used to correct a variety of problems, including nasal discharge,
difficulty breathing, and snoring. In recent years, there have been
significant advances in equine upper respiratory surgery, which have led to
better outcomes for horses.

This article will provide an overview of the latest advances in equine upper
respiratory surgery. We will discuss the different types of procedures that
are available, the benefits of each procedure, and the potential risks
involved.
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Types of Equine Upper Respiratory Surgery

There are a variety of different types of equine upper respiratory surgery
that can be performed. The type of procedure that is recommended will
depend on the specific problem that the horse is experiencing.

Some of the most common types of equine upper respiratory surgery
include:

Nasal endoscopy: This procedure involves inserting a small camera
into the horse's nose to visualize the upper respiratory tract. Nasal
endoscopy can be used to diagnose a variety of problems, including
nasal discharge, difficulty breathing, and snoring.

Sinus surgery: This procedure involves opening up the sinuses to
drain infected fluid or to remove foreign objects. Sinus surgery can be
used to treat a variety of problems, including sinusitis, nasal discharge,
and facial swelling.

Laryngeal surgery: This procedure involves operating on the larynx to
correct problems such as laryngeal paralysis or collapse. Laryngeal
surgery can be used to improve breathing and to prevent aspiration
pneumonia.

Tracheal surgery: This procedure involves operating on the trachea to
correct problems such as tracheal collapse or stenosis. Tracheal
surgery can be used to improve breathing and to prevent aspiration
pneumonia.

Benefits of Equine Upper Respiratory Surgery



There are a number of benefits to equine upper respiratory surgery. These
benefits include:

Improved breathing: Upper respiratory surgery can help to improve
breathing by removing obstructions from the airway or by correcting
problems that are causing difficulty breathing.

Reduced nasal discharge: Upper respiratory surgery can help to
reduce nasal discharge by draining infected fluid or by removing
foreign objects from the sinuses.

Improved quality of life: Upper respiratory surgery can help to
improve the quality of life for horses by reducing pain and discomfort
and by making it easier for them to breathe.

Risks of Equine Upper Respiratory Surgery

As with any surgical procedure, there are some risks involved with equine
upper respiratory surgery. These risks include:

Anesthesia: All surgical procedures require anesthesia, which can be
risky for horses. The risks of anesthesia include respiratory
depression, cardiovascular collapse, and death.

Bleeding: Upper respiratory surgery can involve significant bleeding.
This bleeding can be controlled with medications and surgical
techniques, but it is still a potential risk.

Infection: Upper respiratory surgery can also lead to infection. This
infection can be treated with antibiotics, but it can be a serious
complication.



Equine upper respiratory surgery is a valuable tool for veterinarians. It can
be used to correct a variety of problems and to improve the quality of life for
horses. However, it is important to be aware of the risks involved with this
type of surgery before making a decision about whether or not to proceed.

If you are considering equine upper respiratory surgery for your horse, it is
important to discuss the risks and benefits with your veterinarian. Your
veterinarian can help you to make the best decision for your horse.
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